August 5, 2026
Dear Students and Parents of the Class of 2028,

We hope this letter finds you well-rested and eager to begin the 2026/27 school year as we
embark upon our trip to Angel Island! As we come together again as a community after a
summer apart, Angel Island is the perfect place to reunite. The Park holds both natural beauty
and historical importance in California’s immigrant story. We will have time during the trip to
reconnect with friends and classmates and reaffirm what it means to belong to the Class of 2028
as we embark on our junior year.

Our adventure begins as we travel by ferry from San Francisco. Once on Angel Island, Absolute
Adventures will instruct us in our objective as we compete against other teams to complete a
series of missions both serious and silly. Activities range from kayaking to hiking, to downtime
with friends. Snacks and a picnic lunch will be provided. Junior Class Trip will be a great day for
catching up with your friends and classmates, all while enjoying the views and scenery of one of
the most beautiful State Parks in the Bay Area.

Important Attendance Reminders: When you submitted your confirmation in May, you made a
commitment that allows us to finalize transportation, catering, and team activities. We expect all
students who confirmed to attend the class trip. This is a mandatory school day and an
important part of your junior year experience. If you truly cannot attend due to iliness, family
emergency, or unavoidable conflict, you must notify Ms. Kelley McCoy today. Please note that
cancellations without documentation will be charged the full cost of the trip. If you have any
questions or concerns about the trip, please contact Ms. McCoy at Kelley.McCoy@harker.org
now, so that they can be addressed as soon as possible.

Important Departure Time/Location Information: We will travel by bus, departing the Saratoga
Campus promptly at 6:45 a.m. Students should arrive NO LATER than 6:45 a.m. Students
will return to campus between 5:00 to 6:15 p.m. (depending on traffic) A complete breakfast at
home is strongly recommended to start this fast-paced day. Upon arrival on campus, you will
locate your advisory group before boarding the bus.

What to bring:

e Warm and cool layers, including a layer that acts as a windbreaker - weather can vary
significantly from hour to hour on the island, especially during the summer, so be
prepared for all kinds of conditions.

e |[f you plan on kayaking

o Tops: Short or long sleeves depending on the weather and a windbreaker. Quick
dry materials are ideal. Avoid cotton as when it gets wet it stays wet and you will
get cold!

o Bottoms: Shorts, bathing trunks, yoga tights, or nylon pants. Again, quick dry
materials are best.
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o Footwear: Water shoes, Teva-type sandals, old sneakers, booties or barefoot is
fine (footwear can get wet stepping in/out of kayaks).
o A towel and change of clothes - you could get wet!
At least 1 Liter of water in a reusable bottle
Make sure you have a good breakfast. You'll want energy to compete with the other
advisors.
Sunscreen
Sunglasses
Hat
Comfortable footwear suitable for walking (sandals aren’t ideal since you may be walking
in the forest to solve some of your missions)
e Fully charged smartphone - students will use their phones during our adventure to take
photos.
Backpack for carrying water and your lunch
Your sense of adventure!

How to prepare for your advisory missions:

Students are invited (but not required) to download a free app that is available for any Android
or iPhone. They will be using this app for the Photo Scavenger Hunt, but having the app is not
required for participation in the game. The app is called “Goosechase.” The logo is orange with
a white “g” that looks like a bird. If you download the app, please only download it and DO NOT
log in, sign in or create an account. We are building teams for students in advance that they will

log into during the hunt kick-off on the Island.

Get ready for a day of high excitement and plenty of fun! Please feel free to contact either of us
by email if you have any questions about the day.

Sincerely

Carol Green Bronwen Callahan

Upper School Dean of Students Dean, Class of 2028
carol.green@harker.org bronwen.callahan@harker.org

(408)345-9604 (408)345-9204
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